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(a) BuUed Ltr BuMocVT-BKL, A2-2/M.0 of 30 November 1944. 



(A) 205th Hospital Ship Complement letter of 21 December 1944, aubj 
History of USS COMFORT froa 5 June 1944 to 21 December 1944. 

(B) 205th Hospital Ship Complement letter of 22 May 1945, »ubj - 
History of USS COMFORT from 21 December 1944 to 26 May 1945. 

afcCTIOM (a) - CHRONOLOGY : 



San Pedro, Cal. 
San Pedro, Cal. 

San Pedro, Cal. 

Brisbane, Aus. 

Hollandia, N.G. 

Milne Bay, N.G. 

Hollandia, H.G. 

Langemak Bay, N.G. 
r Beli Beli 
f Biak Isl. 

Hollandia, N.G. 

Manus I si. 

Brisbane, Aus. 

Milne Bay, N.G. 

Hollandia, M.O. 

Manus Isl. 

Ungemak Bay, N.G. 

Milne Bay, N.G. 



5/5/44 



6/11/44 

7/12/44 

7/22/44 

7/29/44 

8/4/44 

eAO/44 

8/14/44 

8/20/44 

8/23/44 

8/26/44 

9/2/44 

9/9/44 

9A7/44 

9/2B/44 

9/30/44 

10/4/44 



6/5/44 

6/21/44 
7/15/44 
7/25/U 

8/13 A4 

B/16M 

8/22/44 

8/25/44 

8/27/44 

9/6/44 

9/10/44 

9/27/44 

9/29/44 

ioA/44 

10/6/44 



Commissioning. 

The Ship departed for Brisbane, Australia, but had 
to return on the third day for repairs. 



First patients were embarked on 7/25/44. 



Hollandia, K.G. 
Biak Isl. 



10A0/44 10/12/44 
10/U/44 10/20/44 



634 patients were disembarked, the largest number 
ever to be disembarked at this port up to that 
time. 



Heceived orders to proceed to a secret 
for support in the Leyte Invasion. 
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Section (a), Chronology (continued): 

ea an 



150 Biles off 
Leyte Qulf , P.I. 



10/22M 10/24/44 



350 miles S.E. of 10/25/44 10/28/44 
Leyte, P.I. 



Leyte 



K^ssol Passage 
Leyte, P.I. 
Holland!*, M.O. 
San Podro, Cel. 



10/29/44 10/29/44 



11/2/44 U/5/U 
11/9/44 11/14/44 
11/16/A4 11/16/44 



Leyt», P# i # 1/31/45 */6/45 

Hollandia, H.O. 2/10/45 2/L2/45 

Leyte, p.i. 2/U/45 2/1B/45 

Hollandla, N.O. 2/22/45 2/24/45 

3ubic x3ay, P.I. 3/2/45 3/4/45 

Lingayen Qulf, fl 3/5/45 3/6/45 

Hollandla, N.Q. 3AV45 3A6/45 

Ulithi, If. 3A8/45 3/29/45 

Carolina-* 

Okinawa, R.I. 4/*/45 4/9/45 



nhile slowly steering » circular course at this 
position, the ship underwent a bombing attack by 
unidentified aircraft at 0202 on morning of 
10/24/44, Three bombs were dropped but none hit 
near enough to ship to do any damage. All clear 
was sounded two hours later. 



at 1400 the embarkation of patients was started; 
they were meetly litter patients. The ambulatory 
patients were loaded from three 1ST «s and three 

PCZS'a. 



Patients were embarked from Leyte. 

Orders were received to evacuate patients to U.S. 

Loaded medical supplies for Leyte where they were 

badly needed. The ship received a letter of thanks 

from army Service Forces, Office of 

General for this. 



Orders were received to proceed to Okinawa and 
participate in the Invasion of the Ryukyu Islands. 

On April 6 while loading patients, an alert was 
sounded at 1615 when enemy aircraft were sighted 
in the vicinity. Six planes were shot down by 
our ships, one landing in the water about 50 
yards from this ship. The plane was presumably 
heading for a suicide dive. During this barrage, 
an Army enlisted man was hit by a 20 m.m. shell. 

On April 9, at 0445, while 20 miles from Kerma 
Hhetto an alert was sounded when an unidentified 
plane tried to attack the ship. Two bombs were 
dropped about 50 yards off the starboard side and 
another was dropped off the port beam but no 
damage or casualties were sustained from either 
attempt. It was later determined that this attack 
was made by a U.S. plane from USS 3iT£RP?lIS£. 
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) 



Page 3 of AH6/A6-5 ltr 2/21/46; wbj - historical suppl 

Section (a), Chronology (continued) t 

POSf 



to Animal Sanitary Report. 




Pkinawt, R.I. 



4/14/45 4A9/45 
4/23/45 4/26/45 



17 



vuam 

Terminal Ial, 
San Pedro, Cal. 
Jubic Bay, P.I. 



A 



'45 a, 



9/6/45 



Officer, H. F. PULTZ, Commander, 
U.S. Navy, was relieved by A. TOOKSt, Coamander 
(DM), U.S.!,. a., on April 15, 1945, and was 
detached. 

At 2042, on the night of April 28, thirty mile* 
southeast of Okinawa, a Japanese suicide plane 
dived into the ship on the starboard side of the 
superstructure deck, instantly killing 1 Navy and 
5 Ansy asdics! officers, 6 nurses, 1 Navy and 8 
irmy enlisted Ben, and 7 patients* 31 Amy and 7 
Navy .nan of the ship's crew were injured, also 
10 patients sustained injuries. The plane ended 
up on the 2nd deck after crashing through three 
decks, Tne body of the Japanese pilot, an Amy 
First Lieutenant, was recovered and turned over 
to Kaval Intelligence at Guam. 

Ship iras repaired and made ready for sea. 

The ship was assigned the duty of a Station 
'•ospital at Subic Bay for a period of one Booth. 



mm N - 



The U.3.S. COMPORT was < 

itHnih^ton, California, under 

fitted out by the 



Co. 



1944 at the Consolidated Steel Co., 
Led States Maritime Oofldjalon, and 



fro* the date of cojsaiseionijig, 5 kay 1944, through 18 March 1945, the ship 
assigned to the Seventh Fleet for operational control. From the 18th of March to the 
time of the attack by the Japanese suicide plane off Okinawa on 28 April 1945. it 
operated with the Fifth Fleet, following which it returned to the United States for 
repairs. Cto the termination of the period of availability for repairs on 28 July 1945, 
the ship was reassigned to the Sever.th Fleet and ordered to function as a Station 
Hospital in aibic Bay, P.I. The ship departed froa San Pedro, California, on 12 Aucust 
and arrived at Subic Bay, P.I., on 6 September 1945. ' ^ 



As an AH, the type 

Transportation Service. 



of this vessel has beer, the Director of Naval 
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SaOTM (c) - TfflHV',^ MBg 

lhia ship is under Kaval Coaaaand and manned by a Nary crew. The hospital aboard 
la staffed by the Amiy. Ths Navy medical department has played a minor part aa far 
as the function of the hospi \^1 is concerned. The Navy medical department consists 
of one apical officer and cwo hospital corpemen. During wartime evacuation of patients, 
t.ne nedical officer and trs corps* en were given assignment* in the hospital wards and 
operating rooms* 

Tliis ship had no mavy awdical officer from 23 rJovember 1944 to 12 March 1945. The 
havy medical officer, U. Comdr. H. 0. ROBERTS. (UC), U.S. Navy, developed hemoptysis 

and was tranaf erred ashore at Uollandia, tf.G., on 23 November 1944. 



U. Coodr. w. L. CHKSffiD, (UC), U.S. Navy, report id for duty on 12 March 1945. 
This nedical officer was one of 31 of the ehip's personnel killed on 28 April 1?45 aa 
a result of an attack by a Japanese suicide plane during the invasion of Okinawa, R.I. 



a re™ 3 -} of this attack, the ilavy sick bay was flooded and many of the medical 

records and equipment were destroyed due to flooding of this area of the ship from 
broken fire mains and the water used to put out the fire created by the burning and 
explodinr Japanese plane. The engine of the Jap plane larded about five feet aft of 

the Kavy sick bay. 

A* — 

mis was the last duty with combatant forces for the U.S.S. 00KFQRT. The ship 
2V to ^« United for rep*ir», arriving in San Pedro, California, on 

2B May 1945. The ship returned to the Pacific Theatre, leaving San Pedro, California 

^> - th. snip was assigned 



(d) - ADDITION. DATA? 



The Wayal medical department has not participated in the organization, care, or 
treatment of casualties received aboard this vessel as the hospital aboard has been 
staffed by Army medical personnel under the direction «f the War ! 



sfccricu (e) - oaiaujsiiii: 

:.'o remarks. 

A. E. MORRISON. 
COQUMDER, (UC), 
C. 3. NAVT. 



